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Prayer Requests & Concerns

We are called to be the body of Christ, therefore, we keep before us all those

brothers and sisters who ask our prayers, all those whom we silently lift up in our 

hearts,  and all who are forgotten in prayer by the world. 

Let us continue to pray for those suffering physically, emotionally, and spiritually in need.  

[image: image2.jpg]



Within the St. Andrews family we particularly remember:

Barbara and Bob Beacon, the Family of Don White in their time of mourning, Danny Martin, Krystal Black, Barbara Blocker, Grace Daniels, Tina Eason, Fran Michaels, Heather Siebert, Linda Strickland, Kathy Stubbs, David and Betty Ellsworth, Thelma Thacker, Margaret and Ruel Morgan and family, Melda Burleson, Foy and Turner families, Sherrie Tolley, Phil Tolley, Ethel Guy, Mike Parsons, the Wingard family, and for God’s Church around the globe, our nation, and our leaders.


Did You Know?

“The 10¢-A-Meal Program is the same Five-Cents-a-Meal offering increased and enhanced to allow the Hunger Action/At-Risk Youth Work Group to continue funding partner agencies.  We seek to reach more people and provide a lasting effect on individuals and families within the bounds of our Presbytery.

This offering will now provide funding for hunger relief programs and at-risk youth programming.  The committee feels that the time has come to reach out beyond just providing food and to feed the mind, body and spirit of the people in our communities.”
We are happy to announce that our most recent collection at St. Andrews in March 2014 brought in over $50.00 to be given for the feeding of the hungry in our area!  Please continue to give to this on-going mission of the church.  Gifts other than change left in the collection tin need to be clearly marked.
Other ways to help at The Andy…
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A Few More Announcements!
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( Easter Holy Week (
April 13 – Palm/Passion Sunday

April 20 – Easter Sunday
Please invite someone you know to share 
these special services with us at St. Andrews!  
Everyone is welcome to come hear the Good News in Christ!
(
EASTER LILIES
Easter lilies will be gracing our sanctuary once again this year.  If you would like to purchase a lily in honor or remembrance of someone, please fill in your request on the sheet provided at the back of the sanctuary.  Each lily will be $8.00. Please make a note on payments that it is for lilies.  Thank you!

(
One Great Hour of Sharing – PC(USA) Special Offering to be collected Sunday, April 20th
Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through One Great Hour of Sharing to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world. Your generous gifts to this Special Offering help provide relief those affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and assist in helping to empower the poor and oppressed.

 Your gift to One Great Hour of Sharing will support the following:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  |  Presbyterian Hunger Program  |  Self-Development of People 
The Messenger
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Thinking out loud….A Lenten Reflection on Psalm 130


Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.


Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 


If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 


But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.  


I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 


my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the morning.  O Israel, hope in the Lord! 


For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem. 


 It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities








There is something about the night that can seem interminable when you are waiting for something – anything – good or bad, anticipating a shift in the world, or at least your world, when the first light breaks the horizon.  I remember the vigils of the night during my chaplaincy within the wards of intensive care…waiting with families who sat at bedsides and paced in corridors too starkly lit with artificial light to be comforting while their loved one lay dying.  The minutes ticked by with solemn intent but could never be hurried on their path and so we learned to wait.  Usually by the time the sun crept through closed curtains leaving little shards of light scattered across the floor, everything had changed.  For most, morning brought news of a peaceful release from a long and painful illness, while for others it brought the reality of a harsh and jolting grief.  The night did not discriminate, however, and the waiting was the same for them all.   	


					





Perhaps during this season of Lent it is the waiting that challenges us most.  We know what’s coming with Easter morning so we want to jump from Hosannas to Alleluias and set aside the vigil of the long, dark night that comes to us all – for us all – in between, and in that period of waiting betwixt death and resurrection we must contemplate the enormity of what has transpired.   We can only shake our heads in agreement with the psalmist who asks:  “If you, Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?”  We know the answer, already – no one.  Not me, not you, not the most righteous of human souls because even they would fall short of grace without Christ.  What then is the gift of this waiting, if, indeed it is a gift?  Perhaps it is found in the freedom to cry out from the depths to God and to lay ourselves before the mercy seat in all our fear and longing.  Even in this night-stained waiting we know that there will be a dawning of hope if we can see our way through to the morning and not despair; Despair being the most insidious of sins because it masquerades as sorrow, but destroys hope in its suffocating grip.  No, we will not despair, even in our grief over the brokenness we have caused, the displacement of our souls we have secured by our sins – even these will not have the final word before the Lord. 


So we wait, together, by that cold stone bed where our Savior lies and we watch for the morning. We wait with hope because this grave will not, cannot, contain him - this shall not be his deathbed after all.  We shall sit and listen for the stirring of life and the breaking of day…we shall hold hands and mourn in the moment of death and we shall clap hands and sing in the moment of resurrection.  We are called to remember and to watch, to sit vigil and to raise the cry of thanksgiving and praise, for at the end of our waiting we will know that our hope was not in vain and that with the Lord there is “steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.”    


	So as we wait and watch throughout this Lenten season we do so in hope, and we sit with those for whom hope seems far away, for whom hope has faded into ashen grey, for whom hope is a foreigner in their native land.  We are called to be the watchers, not just for ourselves or for our church, but for the world; for all those who are our neighbors, sitting in darkness, for them we will continue to see the night through till dawn and know that the Lord has heard all our cries.  							


~Grace and Peace,  Pastor Nadine

















Prayer:  Lord of our waiting, Lord of our hope, we come to you this Lenten season with impatient hearts and urgent cries.  We come wanting answers and reversals and blessings and we want them now.  Grant us the peace of waiting in hope for your coming.  Grant us the freedom of praying to you in the night. Grant us the mercy we do not deserve that comes with the morning light, given in grace and love, rising from the darkness to conquer the night.  Amen.








Have a green thumb?  Don’t have a green thumb?  Either way – it’s okay!


Please sign up on the sheet in the sanctuary to help keep our church yards beautiful by mowing, planting, mulching, etc. 


Or you may designate gifts for “landscaping” to be used to purchase plants and flowers!








The Session will meet 


Sunday April 13th 


following worship








�
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Holy Communion 


Sunday, April 6th





Invitation to celebrate!


The evening AA Group has extended an invitation to St. Andrews congregation to come help them celebrate 25 years of continuous meeting at our church!


This open meeting event will be Saturday, April 26th


from 4 to 9 pm in the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall


Hope to see you there!








